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Editor’s note
Welcome to this week’s newsletter which includes articles of the legal happenings that
have been taking place. This is a way for you to stay informed of current news and
legislation changes.
All the topics that are covered in this newsletter are areas of law that we deal with as
a firm so if you have any questions or queries arising from any of these articles,
Chhokar & Co is here to help.
You can contact our Head Office in the United Kingdom by e-mail, via SKYPE and by
phone. You can also contact us through our website Enquiry Form: www.chhokar.com.
- Aman Bhambra
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Commercial landlords and agents are now likely to have to pay VAT on
compensation payments including dilapidations. As the Government begins to claw
back more money as the Covid-19 bill rises, its new advice makes clear that these
payments are generally liable for VAT. This guidance is still under discussion as it’s
been met with a lot of opposition;

A recent study conducted by Aldermore First Time Buyer Index demonstrated the
Covid-19 pandemic has also caused almost half of first-time buyers (46%) to delay
their plans of purchasing a home by an average time of nearly a year. In addition to
this, 49% of first-time buyers have worried about their financial security as a result of
the pandemic. The study also reveals that one in six (17%) have had a property sale
fall through whilst one in five (20%) have said they pulled out of buying due to
lockdown. Prospective first-time buyers have not had their home buying dreams
dampened however according to the research, with two in five (42%) saying they are
more motivated to buy now than they were before lockdown.
Source: https://insideconveyancing.co.uk/news/half-of-first-time-buyers-delay-buying-a-home-due-to-covid19/

At Chhokar & Co we aim to deal with a wide variety of client matters including corporate
services in which we offer property management and rent collection, if you would like more
information or have an issue you wish to discuss with us please contact us at +44 (0) 208 574
2488 or law@chhokar.com
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The Mayor of London is calling for rent controls in the capital, as he demands that
rents must be frozen to avoid mass evictions. Khan is warning landlords that he plans
to gain new powers to stop any rent increases for the next two years. The Mayor is
lobbying for the new powers despite there being little evidence of rents rising in the
city
According to the company Housing Hand, there is not enough being done to
financially support the landlords and renters during the Covid-19 pandemic. The
private rental sector is vital to the UK’s housing makeup; it is important that if the
tenants genuinely cannot pay their rent, the government must step in and support
them. Housing Hand would like to see the government solve the issue of increasing
tenant debt before the second wave builds therefore providing an alternative route to
eviction for both tenants and landlords.

A Bill aimed at banishing the no-pet clause for rented homes has had its first reading
in the Commons with cross-party support. The Conservative MP Andrew Rosindell's
Dogs and Domestic Animals (Accommodation and Protection) Bill could lead to
giving tenants the right to live with pets after having its first reading in the Commons.
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Activists from the renters’ group Acorn have criticized the headquarters of ‘Prime
Student Living’, a national rental firm, in a dispute over a refund for a university
student, Rebecca Wallace, who had to leave her accommodation during the spring
lockdown. Whilst there were attempts made by the student, to reduce the rent as the
flat was empty from March (with the keys returned in June), Prime Student Living not
only demanded the full rent amount but threatened Rebecca by claiming that they’d
already sent her details to a debt collection company. In the Coventry Observer, the
accommodation company stated ‘in general terms, if a Prime Student Living contract
is agreed and signed by a tenant, and the accommodation is available, then the
tenant is contractually bound to pay fees regardless of whether or not the tenant
occupies the property. The tenancy agreement, as agreed and signed, does not
contain any clauses allowing premature termination of a contract”.
Source: https://www.lettingagenttoday.co.uk/breaking-news/2020/9/activists-picket-rental-company-overcomplaint-about-refund

At Chhokar & Co we aim to deal with a wide variety of client matters including corporate
services in which we offer property management and rent collection, if you would like more
information or have an issue you wish to discuss with us please contact us at +44 (0) 208 574
2488 or law@chhokar.com

Lockdown, Domestic abuse & Marriage

‘Respect Men’s Advice’ line which offers support to men experiencing domestic
abuse reported to the BBC news that it received 13,812 calls and emails between
April and July in lockdown. This compares to 8,648 in the same period in 2019 and
represents a 60 per cent increase. the head of services, Ippo Panteloudakis, stated
"It was absolutely clear the lockdown period exacerbated everyone's domestic abuse
experiences. The callers were talking about increases in violence, increases in
psychological abuse and becoming homeless as a result of the domestic abuse and
not having anywhere to go”.
The Law Commission have released a consultation paper entitled ‘Getting Married: A
Consultation Paper on Weddings Law’, which aims to modernise the process of
marriage. The proposals are comprehensive and encourage couples to marry
irrespective of their choices about how they wish to do so. Some of the
recommended changes include: following a more ‘simplified path to marriage’ and
the provision for a wedding to take place anywhere, including outdoors, in a private
family home and even at sea.
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According to the latest statistics issued by the Ministry of Justice, there has been a
significant decrease in most types of family justice as a result of Covid-19. The
statistics reveal there has been a 30% decrease in financial remedy cases, a 24%
decrease in adoption, an 18% decrease in matrimonial matters and a 7% decrease
in private law case starts. On the other hand, the number of domestic violence
remedy order applications increased by 24% compared to the same quarter in 2019,
while the number of orders made increased by 17% over the same period.
Source: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/family-court-statistics-quarterly-april-to-june2020/family-court-statistics-quarterly-april-to-june-2020

Here at Chhokar & Co, we pride ourselves in our family law work, if you have any enquiries
regarding the article or any other family law issue, contact us contact us for a consultation at
+44 (0) 208 574 2488 or law@chhokar.com.

IMMIGRATION
The Home Office has launched a campaign to guarantee businesses are ready for
the introduction of the UK’s new points-based immigration system as free
movement ends. This will be running throughout Autumn. The campaign is
designed to target employers who are yet to become sponsors, the key message is
that the way they hire from the EU is changing, and to recruit from outside the UK,
they will need to be a licensed sponsor.
For more information please visit: GOV.UK/HiringFromTheEU
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Many British Humanitarian groups and migration experts have been calling for more
secure routes to be introduced in a bid to decrease the number of people risking
their lives at sea to reach the UK. Currently only adult refugees are allowed to apply
for their spouses or children under 18 to join them which means children recognised
as refugees in the UK cannot apply for their parents or siblings over 18 to
accompany them. It has been suggested the government could consider improving
existing family reunion rules to provide places for child refugees under the ‘Dubs
Scheme’ or development humanitarian visas that would give people advance
permission to enter the UK to claim asylum.
Source: https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/sep/28/create-safe-legal-routes-for-refugee-familiesto-reunite-in-uk-stars-urge-pm

Immigration is a serious and complicated matter, here at Chhokar & Co we have years of
experience dealing with immigration matters. Feel free to contact us for a consultation at +44
(0) 208 574 2488 or law@chhokar.com.

WILLS, TRUST & PROBATE
Covid-19 has driven many farmers into action to consider creating a will in order to
protect their families interests. Understandably the creation of a will has not been
top of the agenda for many farmers however there has been an increase in Will6

making due to the pandemic. the impact of the pandemic on the farming and
agricultural industry has introduced this new perspective on life for farmers and a
wakeup call when dealing with financial affairs to ensure their families are protected
now and in the future if the worse should happen.

The lockdown measures have introduced a number of challenges with regard to the
execution of a valid will. The law required the physical presence of two witnesses to
the signing of a Will, however this due to the pandemic this has become problematic
in light of the social distancing rules and for people who were self-isolating. As a
result of this, the UK Government have altered the legislation under the Wills Act
1837 to allow the remote witnessing of wills through virtual methods including video
conferencing. It is proposed that the new rules shall remain in place until at least 31
January 2022.

Here at Chhokar & Co we are experienced in wills, trust and probate. If you have any enquires
regarding your Will arrange for a consultation by calling +44 (0) 208 574 2488 or emailing
law@chhokar.com.

7

Head Office (West London):
Address: 29a The Broadway, Southall, Middlesex, UB1 1JY
Email Address: law@chhokar.com
Telephone number: +44 (0) 208 574 2488
Gerrads Cross Office:
Address: Kent House, Oxford Road,
Gerrards Cross, SL9 7DP
Central London Office:
Address: 112 Crawford Street, London, W1H 2JF
Telephone number: +44 (0) 207 935 3335

Social Media
Chhokar & Co Solicitors
@chhokarandco

Chhokar & Co Dubai
Address: Level 20, Office 20 B, Gold Tower, Cluster I, Jumeirah Lakes
Towers, PO BOX 376169, Dubai, UAE
Telephone number: +971 424 00 333
Chhokar & Co Consulting | NRI legal Solutions
Address: Midas Corporate Park, 37 GT Road, Jalandhar City 144001,
Punjab, India
Telephone number: +91 181 519 000
Chhokar & Co Abu Dhabi
Address: 24th Floor, Al Sila Tower, ADGM Square, Al Maryah Island, Abu
Dhabi, UAE.
Telephone number: +971 2 694 8517
8

